
    

 

 

 

              Royal Welsh Yacht Club/Clwb Iotio Brenhinol Cymru 

 

                      Monthly Bulletin for June 2018. 

 
         Greetings to all and welcome to a report on Club events  

                             for the month of June. 

 

        With the weather in Caernarfon becoming tropical since mid June there  

        has been plenty of activity at, and relating to, the Club. 

 

        We had an excellent Cheese and Wine evening on 22nd presented by Debbie 

        from the new Italian style delicatessen on Palace Street , Bonta Deli. 

        She chose and served six different cheeses, both British and Continental. 

        Our Master Sommelier, Graeme matched six different wines to accompany 

        them. Another similar event is planned for the not to distant future. 

 

        The Stamp arts festival took place over  a period of 10 days with an evening  

        of music and poetry at the Club on 15th June. 

 

        The Rowers made sojourns to both Scotland and Ireland to take part  

        various events. 

 

        The Commodore and Mo travelled to the Azores to meet the arrival and 

         rally of members of the Ocean Cruising Club. 

         

        Remember the Regatta takes place on 2nd and 3rd of August. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Photograph from Gwyn Williams. Just by chance, some of our rowers were spotted 

racing in Cork harbour, ñby the Banks of my own lovely Leeò as the old ballad goes. 

See article below for more details. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Musings on the rowing event in Scotland courtesy of Sarah.
 

 

The Caledonian Raid is not for the faint hearted - if you've got a small craft, powered by oar or sail 

and fancy a sea to sea experience it's the one for you! The 66 miles long challenge starts at Loch 

Lhinni and includes Neptune's Staircase, Loch Ness plus three other lochs. This year was the first 

time Celtic boats had been able to take part so we were lucky to have the opportunity to join the 19 

boat flotilla.  

 Every day a race course is set up which, for our Celtic Rowing Boat crew, was a red rag to a bull 

resulting in a few blisters and mild cases of dehidration. Locks were a challenge as things got quite 

tight in there. Fender envy was a real thing.  

Our crew fought off midges, sleep deprivation and camping itus and emerged battered but not 

bowed into the Beauly Firth 

 



 

     Photos below of the Rowing Section's sojourn in Scotland are  

     courtesy of Sarah Roberts. 



Rowing Section Report 
May/June 2018 

 
 
The rowers have had a busy time with a number of league races and other events throughout May 
and June.  
The ladies supavets team won in Beaumaris, Caernarfon and Aberystwyth league races putting 
them on track for scoring points in the Northern League section. 
Aberaeron league race was called off due to inclement weather being forecast on 17th June. 
Borth league race took place on 24th June but, as is common in the summer months we were 
unable to put together a team due to people being away. 
We were fortunate with the weather to host both our races ς the league and the Castle to Castle 
on the May Bank Holiday weekend. Numbers were down this year at the C2C, maybe because it 
was a bank holiday weekend? 
 
Two teams went to Cork to compete in the Ocean to City race, a 15 nautical mile race from 
Crosshaven to the city center on the river Lee. We entered a ladies supavets(Is, Angie, Amanda, 
Bethan and Shon coxing) and mens vets (Martin, Ian, Malcolm Mike & Trevor) team. The men won 
a prize for innovation, we are yet to discover exactly what the innovation was though!! The race 
day saw a welcome cloud cover and a reasonable temperature of 16deg, then the sun duly out at 
the end of the race for us. We all stayed for a day after the race in Ireland and took a trip to Cohb 
and visited the Titanic Memorial Gardens. Some went to Baltimore also Kinsale. Seven of us stayed 
on in Ireland for another 4 days and stayed at Rossmore to row on the Shannon for a couple of 
days.  
 
A crew of eight head to Scotland for the Scottish Raid expedition this year. They covered 66 miles 
of canal and loch from Loch Linnhe in the east to Beulah in the west. The route included Loch 
lochy, Oich and Loch Ness and the organisers opened the Raid to Celtics for the first time this year. 
There was the opportunity to race every day, sometimes against the other Celtics other times 
against the whole fleet of 19 craft including a dory, Drascombe luggers, Swallow boats and a 
Caledonian Yawl. Locks were a new experience but help was on hand from other craft and the 
shore based team of Keith and Clive. There was a chance to swop craft and Brian took a group of 
sailors out for a taster session while Sarah hopped in a Dory. The race on the final day proved to be 
a classic involving six turns around buoys, a neck and neck tussle with Porthmadog and a fabulous 
finish by Borth. The crew highly recommends the event and would encourage anyone to take part 
if the opportunity arises in the future. Registration opens for next year in July. 
Taking part were: Rowing crew: Sally W, Sally H, Kate, Sarah, Elin, Brian, Land support crew: Clive 
and Keith. 
 
Numerous rowing sessions are taking place. These vary and can be at 7am, 5.30 or 6.30pm,  
these being social and training sessions. 
We still have had a good number of new people coming for taster sessions. 
 
We are in the process of putting teams together for Puffin Island Race 7th July, Aberdyfi 8th July and 
The Great River Race 8th September.  
Bethan



 

The Commodore's Monthly Musings 

 

June 2018 
An unusual month this one. 

¶ Starting with yellow weather warnings for Caernarfon from the Met Office for severe rain 
and thunder; yet the forecast ƛƴǎƛǎǘŜŘ άƴƻ Ǌŀƛƴ ϧ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǎƪƛŜǎέΦ ²Ŝ ǊŜƳŀƛƴŜŘ ŦƛƴŜ ƘŜǊŜΣ ōǳǘ 
not so lucky in Bangor a few miles away. 

¶ The commodore and membership secretary (wife) failed to leave the country. Due to a 
ŎƻƳǇƭƛŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ Χ ǘƘǳƴŘŜǊ ǎǘƻǊƳǎ ŀǘ {ǘŀƴǎǘŜŘ ŀƛǊǇƻǊǘ.  

¶ Instead of luxuriating in a medieval town house in the south of France with our family and 
ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ǎǿƛŦǘƭȅ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǘ ƻǳǊ ƘƻƳŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǎŀƛŘ άaŀƛǎƻƴ ŘŜ ±ƛƭƭŜέ ŦƻǊ т ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ с 
hours. Everyone then comfortably ensconced in Caernarfon; we switched ǘƻ άǳƴŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ 
Ƙƻǎǘ ƳƻŘŜέΦ 

¶ aŀǊǘƛƴ ŘǊƻǇǇŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ƻǳǊ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴŘƻǿ Χ ! IƻǳǎŜ aŀǊǘƛƴΦ  Wǳǎǘ ŀ ŦƭȅƛƴƎ ǾƛǎƛǘΦ 

¶ Had some interesting visitors to the club;  
 An Irish contingent with traditional Irish wooden sailing boats,  
 RWYC member, Cole Manson and mates in their wooden prawners, etc who had just 

sailed with the Tall Ships. 
 ! ǘŜŀƳ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿŀȅ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ .ŀǊƳƻǳǘƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ά¢ƘǊŜŜ tŜŀƪǎ ¸ŀŎƘǘ wŀŎŜέΦ Wǳǎǘ ƘŀƭŦ 

a dozen or so entries this time.  

¶ ! ǘŀƭƪ ōȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ w²¸/Σ {ƛƳƻƴ DŀƭƭƛŜǊ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ άǎǘǊƻƭƭέ ǘo the North Pole. In 2007 he 

took part in the Polar Challenge ï a 320 mile race, on skis to the magnetic North Pole. His 

was the first two-man team in the event. Not a procedure typically undertaken by dentists. 

Especially a dentist who has also climbed Mont Blanc twice!  
¶ The Port Dinorwic sailors dashed to Caernarfon with soup, sandwiches and squash in the 
/ƭǳōΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǿŜŜǘ ǎƘƻǇΦ ¢ƘŜ с {ϥ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ ŎƻǾŜǊ ƛǘ Χ 
 Sail, Sweets, Soup, Sandwiches, Squash, Sail 

¶ The rowers in the league race at AberaeronΚ Χ ǊŀŎŜ ŎŀƴŎŜƭƭŜŘΦ .ǳǘ ǘǊŀǾŜƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ /ƻǊƪ ϧ 
Caledonian Canal for events. 

¶ A Curry night run by our much travelled member Rohini.  
Menu:-  

 Mixed bean curry, Mixed veg curry, Saffron rice 
Followed by  

 Spicy, nutty, chocolaty brownies with dulce de leche and cream. I didn't know what it 
ǿŀǎ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ Χ ŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘƭȅ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǘƘƛŎƪ ŎŀǊŀƳŜƭ ǎŀǳŎŜ ƳŀŘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŎƻƴŘŜƴǎŜŘ ƳƛƭƪΣ ǾŜǊȅ 
popular in foreign climes, particularly South America. You're never too old to learn 
something new. 
 For me; learning is not the problem; it's the remembering. 

¶ ²Ŝƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ !ȊƻǊŜǎ Χ ǎŜŜ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜΦ 

¶ Cheese & wine evening, plus artists performing at the club. Heard good reports ς we were 
away... Azores 



¶ Etc, Etc, Etc. phew! 
 
Your ever learning/forgetting Commodore - John

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A report of the Stamp event in Caernarfon, part of which was hosted by the Club. 

Many thanks to Graeme Messenger for this piece. 

 

I'r Mor - To the Sea Creative Arts Festival 2018 

With the latest Festival being based on a nautical theme, RWYC fully embraced this feast of 

creative arts which included live performances, sculptures and site specific art installations. The 

opening night of the 10-day festival, 15th June, included a haunting live performance of an original 

piece of music, acting and poetry by Najia Bagi and Becs Hardy Griffiths from our Barbican and 

the adjacent slipway, followed by a sound installation of the performance for the duration of the 

festival  

The clubhouse also hosted the main live performance event of the festival on Sunday 17th June, 

with a host of celebrities from the world of Welsh arts and media (including a Welsh Poet Laureate) 

entertaining a packed audience of members and guests with everything from sea shanties to choral 

singing, poetry recitations to book readings. we even had a film made for the festival about 

Caernarfon played on the drop down screen. Some of my personal highlights of a thrilling and 

fulfilling event were Ynyr Pritchard's playing of an original composition for viola accompanied by 

piano, Gwilym Bowen Rhys' rowsing rendition of local sea shanties and folk songs, some 

wonderful choral singing by Cywion Cranogwen featuring, amongst others, Sian Miriam of 

Tagaradr and Manon Awst, book readings by Angharad Price and an incredibly powerful 

performance by a traditional staff poet.  

The event was a rousing success with all those present heaping praise on the event itself, 

it's impeccable production and on the RWYC for hosting the event in such a unique and fitting 

venue. 

Finally, Manon Awst the organizer of the 2018 festival, has asked that I pass on her heartfelt 

gratitude to our members, the Committee and to Richard Pritchard for the welcome and support she 

received throughout the preparations, the performances and aftermath of this year's event. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

The Azores, the Island of Faial & the town of Horta 
The Ocean Cruising Club Rally 

 

 

The background :- 

¶ The Ocean Cruising Club is a virtual club whose members must have sailed at least a 
thousand miles non-stop. 

¶ Over 40 OCC boats were congregating in Horta for a weeks worth of land based events. 

¶ Ocean Hobo and her RWYC skipper and crew are all members of the OCC; an ideal  time to 
sail back to North Wales from their travels in the Caribbean, and an opportunity to meet 
friends on the way. 

¶ Your Commodore & Membership Secretary will go anywhere for a party. 

 

The Coincidences :-  

¶ Horta is ... 
 Around 2,500 miles from Antigua. 
 And a similar distance from Manchester. 

¶ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŘŜƭŀȅǎ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ IƻǊǘŀ Χ 
 Sailing from Antigua 
 And flying from Manchester via Lisbon. 

¶ There were also delŀȅǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¦Y Χ 

¶ Sailing from Horta. 

¶ And flying from Horta. 
   
Now to put the points into context :- 

1. Ian Park and Linda Melton, with Chris and Fi Jones sailed from Antigua on Ocean Hobo; a 
46ft Amel Santorin yacht. 
John and Mo Judge flew Air Portugal ς TAP, from Manchester via Lisbon. 

2. Ocean Hobo had a distinct lack of an essential item of sailing ς wind. Late arrival in Horta. 
Air Portugal had a distinct lack of an essential item of scheduling ς landing in time to get on 
the connecting flight. Overnight stay in Lisbon. A day late arriving in Horta. 



3. Ocean Hobo had the essential item, but in the wrong direction; Northerlies.  
Air Portugal found an additional essential item on the Horta runway; it is a short take-off so 
the ground has to be on the dry side of damp. Heavy rain on the morning, plane delayed, 
you know the rest of  the consequences... same as item 2. 

 

 

Lessons learned :- 

¶ Sailing and flying are variable. Definition of variable ς expect the unexpected and assume 
nothing. 

¶ If you have to go to the TAP desk in Lisbon airport be prepared for a very long wait. Also 
beware of queue jumpers. 

¶ When the pilot says the landing time; that does not mean the time when you arrive at the 
terminal. An extended Bus Tour of the airport perimeter further adds to the variables. 

¶ Lisbon is a nice place to be stranded. We must plan to stay in Lisbon some time. 

¶ The Azores are a very long way from the mainland. The flying time from Manchester to 
Lisbon is similar to the time from Lisbon to the Azores. 

¶ The island of Faial is a haven of tranquility. Well it would be after the TAP desk incidents. 

 

Lƴ ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴΣ ƛǘϥǎ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƎŜǘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ Χ ōǳǘ ǿƻǊǘƘ ƛǘΗ

____________________________________________________________________ 

Please find attached a message from the owner of historic yacht Phyllis, Kevin 

Goulding which visited Caernarfon recently.
 
 
 

 

 

 

Ocean Hobo & Crew at rest in the 
Azores

 



 

 

 

In conclusion, please find attached a message from Mr Kevin Goulding, who made a 

recent visit in his 105 year old boat, Phyllis. 

 

 

Dear Sir, good morning, 

 

I had the good fortune to visit your splendid club house early June.  My 105 year old 

yacht was making something of a nostalgic visit and I had a good conversation with 

your Commodore John Judge.  John expressed an interest in including a short update 

possibly for your members newsletter. 

 

To that extent my little yacht has her own website and posts óblogsô about her 

adventures.  More specifically our visit to Caernarfon is covered in ópostô: 

 

https://www.theyachtphyllis.co.uk/nostalgic-return-to-caernarfon/ 

 

You are most welcome to use anything from my little story as you feel appropriate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To round off this bulletin, please find attached the latest episode in Brett Catley's  

maritime odyssey.
The Club Secretary 

Royal Welsh Yacht Club 

 

From: Brett Catley  

BOATING UK (RYA affiliated training centre) 

email: boatinguk@gmail.com 

Ph 07413109009 

Dear Members 

Following on from my account of Yacht Manana, in Journal I, II, III, IV and V, from the initial 

purchase of the yacht, to the ocean passage to the Rio Vigo - Spain, back to Dover - UK, to 

Stralsund - East Germany, then to Karlskrona ï Sweden, Gotland Island and Nykoping ï Sweden, 

please find an account of the next leg of the journey to Stockholm and Finlandôs Aland Islands. 
 

ñFROM SHED TO SEAò - JOURNAL VI 
 

INTRODUCTION  

https://www.theyachtphyllis.co.uk/nostalgic-return-to-caernarfon/


Nykoping was an ancient city, now with a population of about 30,000 people.  It was an interesting 

place to visit, with its historic town and buildings.  The main benefit for us however, was its 

location to Stockholmôs Skavsta Airport.  The airport was just a ten-minute taxi journey from the 

Marina.    

NYKOPING MARINA  

 
On the morning of 27th June, we were awoken by the sound of motorbikes.  Once again, we had 

sailed into a summer party.  This time, it was for motorbike enthusiasts.  It was very well organised 

with stalls and entertainment.  Everything just suddenly appeared, and by late afternoon, all the 

stalls and bikes disappeared as quickly as they had arrived.  

 This was also the day we spent exploring Nykoping, and had a change-over of crew.   

BIKE CONVENTION AT NYKOPING  

 
DEPARTING NYKOPING SAILING INTO THE ARCHIPELAGO  



 
NYKOPING TO NYNASHAMN  

Ian stayed on for the next part of the journey, along with our new arrivals, Peter and Terry.  Terry 

had previously sailed with us from Dover to Ijmuiden ï Holland.  

We departed Nykoping at 05:00 hrs, and sailed through the beautiful Swedish Archipelago.  The 

islands had summer holiday homes on them, and pleasure boats were welcome to anchor at these 

islands. 

SAILING TOWARDS NYNASHAMN IN THE ARCHIPELAGO  

 



 
SAILING TOWARDS NYNASHAMN IN THE ARCHIPELAGO  

 


