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Monthly Bulletin March 2018. 

 
Greetings all. 
 

 

 

Firstly, for those members who do not live in North Wales or are abroad, we 

have to report that on 1
st
 and 2

nd
 March Holyhead Marina was subject to 

northeasterly winds which were believed to have reached force 12 as a result of 

Storm Emma. 

The marina was devastated with the pontoons being ripped from their moorings 

and 70 to 80 boats reported to have been sunk, damaged or driven on to the 

nearby rocky shore with attendant leakage of diesel fuel. Another effect of the 

destruction was that large quantities of polystyrene flotation material escaped 

from the pontoons and was carried out to sea only to end up on nearby beaches.  

Much of this pollution was cleared up due to the tireless efforts of volunteers. 

 

Please refer to reports on BBC Wales and Daily Post newpaper as well as 

copious amount of footage on Youtube. 

 

        www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-north-west-wales-43257319 

 

        www.dailypost.co.uk/news/north-wales-news/live-emergency-holyhead  
 

 

 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-north-west-wales-43257319
http://www.dailypost.co.uk/news/north-wales-news/live-emergency-holyhead-
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After the mayhem at Holyhead, here are a couple of more tranquil scenes, 

courtesy of Malcolm, showing extremely low water level at the mouth of Afon 

Seiont just in front of the RWYC Clubhouse. 
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New Members: 

 

We would like to extend a warm welcome to the following new members. 

 

Roger Kane  ---------------------------  Y Felinheli 

 

Eduardo Perez  -----------------------   Tamworth 

 

Kevin Sheen  --------------------------  Clynnog Fawr 

 

Phil & Liz Sharkey -------------------  Y Felinheli 

 

Helen & Andrew Bartlett  -----------  Y Felinheli 

 

John Taylor ----------------------------  Caernarfon 
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The RWYC St David's Day Dinner & His Links to Caernarfon 

Born in Caerfai, Pembrokshire, in 500 AD to Prince Ceredig ap Cunedda and Nom, daughter 

of a Celtic chieftain, St. David was an early Christian missionary and archbishop who 

travelled to France, Ireland and the Holy Land and founded 12 monasteries. 

Much of Davidôs life is shrouded in mystery but he was believed to be a nephew of King 

Arthur on his mother's side and stands today as a symbol of Welsh resistance against the 

Norman Conquest.  

Miracles associated with David include the Synod of LLanddewi Brefi - where he raised a 

hill up from the ground so that his followers could better hear a sermon ï restoring sight to 

the blind St. Paulinus and bringing a dead boy back to life with his tears. David also survived 

a poisoning at the hands of his own monks, who had fed him tainted bread after growing tired 

of the hard labour and deprivation they had suffered as a result of his extreme brand of 

asceticism. 

He died on March 1 in 589 AD and his remains have been interred at St. David's Cathedral in 

Pembrokeshire since he was canonised by Pope Callixtus in 1120 (or they were, until King 

Edward I made off with his head and arm as holy relics in 1284). 

So, we in the Royal Welsh Yacht Club, have a physical association with St David through our 

Club building, Porth Yr Aur, part of the Caernarfon town walls, and King Edward 1. 

Incidentally St. David's head and arm went on display in London; what happened to them 

after that is unknown. 

A link that is a tad tenuous you might say; but it is there all the same.  

So, back to this years dinner é 

A healthy number of members from all over the world attended the dinner. We even had 

members from Australia. To put it into perspective; everybody else was from these shores, 

save two! 

The food was amply prepared by Tony of the Original Molly's Restaurant and efficiently 

served by his waiting staff. A feat that did not go unnoticed by the assembled members. 

All  in all a good night had by all ï the food was  eagerly devoured and the wine quaffed with 

abandon.  

I'm not sure whether all this eating and imbibing would have gone down too well with St 

David; being a teetotaller living on bread and water. However we are here to celebrate his 

greatness as a man and patron saint of Cymru; not his dietary habits ï pardon the pun. 

I hope to see many more members next year at this very enjoyable and entertaining evening 

of festivities. 

John Judge ï Your Current Commodore 
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See below message from Mo. 

 

 

RWYC Challenge 

 

There has been a significant amount of ñinterestò shown in this event so far but  

ñCOMMITMENTò from only two Celtic Longboat  teams and a number of 

kayakers. Sailors, step up to the mark! If you need crew to act as ñrunnersò 

we may be able to help, so let us know.  

 

If you haven't yet seen the details, pleas see attached flier and entry form. If you 

have any queries, pleas contact menaichallenge@gmail.com  
 

Entries received after 5
th
 May will be placed on a ñreserveò list with no 

guarantee of entry. 

 

This is a new and potentially  fun and exciting RWYC event, but that depends 

on entrants. 
 

Sign up now! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:menaichallenge@gmail.com


 

6 

 

    

The Royal Welsh Yacht Club Challenge 
19

th
 May 2018 

  Eligible Craft   All must have insurance cover 

Class 1 Cruising sailing craft with engine (with use of tender with no engine) 

Class 2 Sailing Dinghy or Day boat  no engine (except emergency) 

Class 3 a Rowing boat  

          3b Rowing boat  Celtic Longboat 

          3c Rowing boat  Yawl 

Class 4 Canoe or Kayak (single / double) delete 

Class 5 Dinghy with small outboard.   Min crew 2 

 In the spirit of the event, Class 1 Cruisers should use sail where ever 

practical. 

 

ENTRY FORM      Please send Entry to  menaichallenge@gmail.com 
Craft Name 

 

Class of Entry  

Sail No 

Description 

 

Hull colour 

Entrants Details 

Name 

RWYC member                      Yes / No 

If no state club  

                

Address 

 

 

 

 

Post Code 

 

Mob Phone 

e-mail (print) 

 

Entrant Signature                                                  

                                                                                      I am over 18 year old         YES / NO 

Accepting rules, conditions and the published risk statement and confirming adequate insurance 
I intend to start at  Caernarfon / Port Dinorwic    

COST entry per boat £6.00 

  

Payable on the day 

 

 

Approximate number of  crew 
Food details will be sent later  subject to 

numbers attending               

 

mailto:menaichallenge@gmail.com


 

7 

 

Do you require Marina Berth for Fri / Sat  

 

Special offer for registered competitors 
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Please see below details of our musical evening which took place on 10
th
 

March, 

courtesy of Graeme. 

 

The 10
th
 March saw our first Saturday music night of 2018 with Tagaradr, an 

accomplished duet from Anglesey, entertaining a full house with a mix of folk, 

blues and jazz. The set included a song written especially for the event, inspired 

by the history of the Club and the journeys made by its members. Tagaradr have 

featured on Radio Cymru several times, their latest television appearance 

consisting of  an interview and performance on S4C's Heno. Thanks to everyone 

who supported the event and to Sian and Caine for the excellent music. Details 

of our next musical event will follow shortly.  
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The Club Secretary 

Royal Welsh Yacht Club 

 

From: Brett Catley  

BOATING UK (RYA affiliated training centre) 

email: boatinguk@gmail.com 

Ph 07413109009 

 

Dear Members 

 

Following on from my account of Yacht Manana, in Journal I & II; from the initial purchase 

of the yacht, to the ocean passage down to the Rio Vigo - Spain, and then back to Dover - 

UK, please find an account of the next leg of the journey from Dover Marina to Stralsund 

Marina in East Germany. 

 

  

ñFROM SHED TO SEAò - JOURNAL III 
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INTRODUCTION  
 

After Manana had undergone her repairs at Dover Marina, we enjoyed sailing across the 

English Channel to France during the winter months.  One French city that we frequented 

more than once, was the fishing port of Boulogne.   

 

Dover Marina to Boulogne Marina was about a five-hour sail, via the English Channel.  

Boulogne, with its walled old town, is steeped in history and is worth a visit if passing by. 

 

The main navigational hazard I encountered, (apart from the Channel crossing), was the Sea 

Cat Ferry which operated out of Boulogne.  On the approaches to Boulogne there was an 

outer harbour where you can wait until you are given permission to enter the inner harbour 

via the ótraffic lightô system.  Waiting for the ferry to depart will take about half an hour 

before you can enter the inner harbour. 

 

One word of caution I would give to you is that the local fishing fleet appear to access the 

inner harbour when the ótraffic lightsô have turned red, almost seemingly unnoticed by the 

Harbour Authority.  I would imagine that to follow these French fishing boats in, under red 

lights, could provoke the authorities to reprimand you, or even fine you.  I personally have 

not tested this out.  But knowing the historical relationship between the French and English, it 

would not surprise me if the French would take delight in giving you a good óticking offô. 

 

With the summer of 2008 approaching rapidly, (and passing rapidly, as the English summer 

tends to do), óMananaô was getting restless again.  She was ready to leave the comfort and 

security of Dover Marina, and head up to the unknown regions of the Baltic. 

 

It was time to say good-by to new friends and fellow boat owners which we had met whilst at 

Dover.  Although sorry to leave them, the promise of new adventures tempted us on to set sail 

and head North. 

DOVER TO IJMUIDEN ï NETHERLANDS  
 

Departing Dover Marina at 07:50 hrs on 2
nd

 April 2008, with a new crew, we proceeded 

directly across the Channel.  Ian Cunningham from Conwy was my second in command, and 

we were joined by Terry Roberts and Michael Camps, from North Wales. 

 

This passage required a lot of planning as it followed a torturous route between sandbanks, 

which under the wrong circumstances would have been devastating.  (As the Spanish Armada 

discovered centuries earlier) 

 

The next page has my original passage plan for this journey. 

 

Please note that the times given, allowed for my average boat speed, along with the tidal 

currents. (set and drift)  

 

It is interesting to note that some years later, I did this passage again in my new yacht óIvy 

Rosaô.   Some of the legs of the journey would now take you through a wind farm that has 

mysteriously sprouted from the sea bed.  Another leg would take you into what is now 

reclaimed land, being an expansion of a commercial port.  Accordingly, should anyone wish 

to consider using this plan, I would strongly recommend that you first plot this passage plan 

on an up-to-date chart, and use it with extreme caution. 
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Modern GPS systems today calculate a course to steer, taking the óguess-workô out of 

navigation.  However, as clearly demonstrated not too many years ago, corrupt data (time) 

was uploaded to the satellite system putting any ship using GPS about 1.5 miles out of 

position when transiting the Channel.  

 

Years earlier, when sailing in the Pacific Ocean in my yacht óOliver Langô (43-foot 

Woollacott Cutter Rig design), with my first GPS, on many occasions, the Americans would 

óscrew upô its accuracy, putting me out of position by as much as three nautical miles. 

 

The RYA courses covering navigation skills with paper charts still have a very important 

place and relevance in todayôs world of modern technology.  I would strongly recommend 

that anyone planning to go offshore, or planning inshore passages, should attend an RYA 

course. The RYA courses are highly regarded throughout the world. 

 

One final word I would like to say, with the risk of boring you further about navigation, is 

that in my early days before the luxury of affordable GPS equipment, navigation use to 

consume about seventy percent of my time.  Now days, with intelligent integrated GPS 

systems, navigation takes about twenty percent of my time. 

 

With all passage plans, you have to consider the ever-changing weather conditions, the state 

of the crew, and the integrity of the boat.  Flexibility is very important.  Accordingly, we 

stopped off at one of our óbolt holesô, at the all tidal marina in Ijmuiden.  This was due to the 

failure of the newly installed engine mounts, sourced and installed by the local marine 

engineers at Dover.  Unbeknown to us at the time, they had used engine mounts used for an 

industrial electric fan!  This caused the gearbox to overheat, rendering the engine useless.  At 

the time of the gearbox failure, we were in one of the most treacherous parts of this passage, 

being in the middle of the sandbanks, (about 80 nautical miles from Ijmuiden), against a 

northerly wind reaching F6 at times. 

              PASSAGE PLAN ï DOVER TO CUXHAVEN, GERMANY  
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On route, we encountered a city of large ships anchored off the Europoort, Holland.  Not 

surprising, as this commercial port handles in excess of 12 million containers annually. 

 

You will notice on the passage plan that there is mandatory radio reporting on VHF channel 

03 when using the ósmall craft inshore zoneô.  We reported our arrival at this point on the 

VHF radio, but had no response from the Port Authorities. 

 

We finally arrived under sail at Ijmuiden Marina on 3
rd
 April at 21:30 hrs, 163.5M.  This 

would be our port of safe haven for the next two months.  New engine mounts, stern tube and 

a cutlass bearing were installed by a local marine engineer. 

MANANA UNDER SAIL WITH CREW MEMBER TERRY  
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During Yacht Mananaôs stay in Ijmuiden Marina, the yacht was lifted out and placed on the 

hard stand area.  Along with the engine mounts, cutlass bearing and stern tube, she was also 

antifouled and painted. 

 

Ijmuiden proved to be a convenient place to leave my yacht.  Ijmuiden Marina was an all 

tidal sea port near the entrance to the shipping canal that led into Amsterdam and the 

Ijsselmeer.  A relatively short bus journey took you into the middle of Amsterdam. 

 

It also proved to be very convenient travelling by car from the UK.  You could get the early 

morning ferry from Dover to Calais, arrive at Ijmuiden by 13:00 hrs.  With all your 

equipment in your car required to work on your boat, you could start work early afternoon.   

 

An excellent chandlery shop up the road from the Marina supplied you with any additional 

items required to complete work on your boat.   

 

Ijmuiden proved to be a very popular holiday resort for the Dutch people.  With its mile-long 

sandy beach, it was ideal for outdoor activities.  Activities included, land yachting, kite 

surfing, surfing, sea canoeing, and swimming.  Cafés amongst the sand dunes made it an 

ideal place to rest and relax from the boat yard.  I found that after a beer or two, any work to 

do on your boat didnôt seem quite so important. 

 

IJMUIDEN MARINA  


